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the Narbada, He set out for Ujjain, and pretending to
proceed towards the North, made three marches in the direc-
tion of Agra and then abruptly turned southward. He left
Mandeswar on 23rd April 1720, attended by Marhamat
Khan, cAbdu'!~Rahira Khan, RFayat Khan, Qadir Dad
Khan Roshanai, Muhammad Mutawassil Khan, Inayat
Khan and others. Nizamu'1-Mulk was at the head of six
thousand horse when he crossed the Narbada at the ford of
Akbarpur.1
After fording the river, Nizamu!l-Mulk was joined by
Rustain Beg Khan, Faujdar of Bijagarh or Kahargaon,
and Fateh Singh, Zemindar of Mankrai. Here he also received
the envoy of 'Osman Khan Qadri from the fort of Asir,
proposing to surrender that fortress. Nizamu'1-Mulk first
turned his attention towards Asirgarh which was considered
to be one of the most important strongholds in the region.
It commanded the highroad between the Deccan and North-
ern India and had, by its impregnable position, defied the
arras of no less a man than Akbar the Great, who was com-
pelled to have resort to gold when the sword failed him.
Nizamu'1-Mulk also, according to the prevailing practice of
statecraft, tried to capture this fortress by bribery, considering
it to be impossible to reduce it by assault. Moreover, he did
not want to lay siege and weaken his force for the possession
of this stronghold. He despatched one of his men, Khusrau,
in advance towards Asirgarh, in order to negotiate and come
to terms with 'Osman Khan Qadri and others. Khusrau
happened to know several influential people in the garrison.
He offered, on behalf of Nizamu'1-Mulk, to pay the garrison
two years' arrears of pay which were withheld by Anwaru'llah
Khan, Nazim of Burhanpur, besides other rich rewards.
*Osman Khan, Islarnu'llah, Ghajjumal and Mian Ram were
all won over by the diplomacy of Khusrau. After concluding
the terms of surrender, Khusrau went back to Nizamu'1-Mulk,
who again sent him, along with Ghazlu'd-Din Khan Firuz
Jang, his eldest son and Hafizu'llah Khan Bakhshi, son of
Nizanm'I-Mulk's uncle Hamid Khan (Mu'izzud-Daulah
1Khafi Khan, vol. II, p. 860; according to Tankk-i-Muz&ffan, the number
of horses was fourteen thousand and according to Siyanfl-Mufakherin) twelve
thousand*

